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V - ELIGIBILITY APPLICADN FORM

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ELIGIBILITY APPLICATION FORM 650-050-02
S e G ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Florida Scenic Highways Program o Tane

Applicant seeking National Designation?
Yes X] No

Submission of this Eligibility Application form and its accompanying Eligibility Documentation verifies
that designation as a Florida Scenic Highway is being sought for the corridor identified below. Please
prepare and submit this application to your District Scenic Highways Coordinator according to the guidance
provided in Section 2.7 Eligibility Application and Documentation Format of the Program Manual.

Roadway/Route Number and Name - Provide the state and US road number (if applicable) and the local or
any regionally recognized roadway name.

The corridor is a portion of County Road 714 in western Martin County, Florida. Itis the far
western portion of the road named the “Martin Highway” and it is locally referred to as “The
Martin Grade.”

Scenic Highway Name - Provide the potential scenic highway name.
We are requesting that the Scenic Highway name be “The Martin Grade Scenic Highway.”

Roadway/Corridor Limits - Define the specific roadway/corridor limits (beginning/ending termini) and
length using measured distances from recognizable geographic locations and/or mile posts. Refer to the
corridor limits definition determined in Chapter 6 — Intrinsic Resource Assessment.

The eastern terminus of the proposed Martin Grade Scenic Highway is the intersection of
County Road 714 and State Road 609, which is named “Allapattah Road” and is regionally
called “The Citrus Highway.” The Corridor runs due west for approximately 12 miles to the
intersection of County Road 714 and State Road 710, which is locally called “Warfield
Boulevard.” At an estimated average visual depth of 1/4 mile on each side, the total scenic
corridor area is approximately 6 square miles. However, it provides access to thousands of
acres of conservation lands most of which are not visible from the roadway.

We verify that all information stated on this form and/or included in the Eligibility Documentation are, to the

best of our knowledge, true representations of the corridor and the resources for which designation as a
Florida Scenic Highway is being sought.

Cang @)&09\ (o -Chraur 8-10-201D

Corridor Advocacy Group Chairpersoh Date
J’/o/o
ve Date
4,\,\,& \( C(\ (oved comamisStr@ LA G 8i’° ﬂz‘) o
Local General Purpose Gayermment Representative Date

Additional Information - On an attached sheet, provide the names, titles, addresses and phone numbers for the following:
1) CAG Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, other officers/committee heads and remaining membership and 2) additional local general purpose
government representatives with signature. ®‘
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Nancy Oliver, CeChair
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SECTION 2.11- SHAC COMMENTS TO LETER OF INTENT AND

RESPONSE

=
=
=

Florida Department of Transportation

DISTRICT SECRETARY — DISTRICT 4
3400 West Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309-3421
Telephone: (954) 777-4110/Fax: (954) 7774197

Internet Email: james.wolfe@dot state fl.us
Toll Free Number: (866) 336-8435

CHARLIE CRIST STEPH A c 9
GOVERNOR STEPHANIE C. KOPELOUSOS

SECRETARY

May 8, 2008

Mr. Lee Jones, Chair
Corridor Advocacy Group
3400 SW Corporate Way
Palm City, Florida 34990

Dear Mr. Jones:

SUBJECT: Letter of Intent for Designation as a Florida Scenic Highway
County Road 714 (Martin Grade)
Martin County

This letter is to confirm that the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has received and reviewed
the County Road 714 (Martin Grade) Letter of Intent for designation as a Florida Scenic Highway in
Martin County. It is our understanding that you are proposing the designation from State Road 710
(Warfield Highway) to County Road 609 (Allapattah Rd.), a distance of approximately 12 miles.

The Department, in coordination with the Scenic Highways Advisory Committee (SHAC), has no
comments or questions at this time. As detailed in the Florida Scenic Highway Program Manual, the
Corridor Advocacy Group’s (CAG) next task will be to complete and submit the Eligibility Application.

Thank you for your interest in this program. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Beatriz
Caicedo-Maddison, P.E., District 4 Scenic Highways Coordinator at 954-777-4336.

Sincerely

i —

ames A. Wolfe, P.E.
istrict Secretary
District Four

JAW:becm

ce: Mariano Berrios, State Scenic Highways Coordinator
Gerry O’Reilly, P.E., Director of Transportation Development, District Four
Gustavo Schmidt, P.E., District Planning and Environmental Engineer, District Four
Paul Lampley. P.E., District Project Development Engineer, District Four
Beatriz Caicedo-Maddison, P.E, District Coordinator, District Four

www.dot.state.fl.us
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SECTION 2.12- BACKGROUND ASSESSMHEN
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SECTION2.12.1.A- ROADWAY DESCRIPTION

(UNIVERSAL CRITER 0 THE ROADWAY GENERALLY SHOULD BE MORE THAN ONE
| LENGTH AND, IF APPROPRIATE, PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE RESOURCES).

The purpose of this Application is to establish that the Martin Grade, County Road 714
between County Road 609 and State Road 710 in western Martin County, Flagdgigible for
designation as a Florida Scenic Highway in the Scenic Category.

The Martin Grade isn arterial route that connectthe City of Stuart, which is 15 miles to the
east on the Atlantic coast, and Okeechobee City, which is 12 miles to the northwest on the
north shore of Lake Okeechobee. Near its center poitihe Corridor intersects with Fox
Brown Road, which travels ten miles to tls®uth to Indiantown which ison the Intercoastal
Waterwaythat connects the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean.

Martin Grade Corridor Lengtha nd Termini

The eastern terminus of this proposed Scenic Highway is the intersection of County Road 714
andCaunty Road 609, which is named O0Al |l apattah
Hi g h wahe .Corridor runs due west for approximately 12 miles to the intersection of
County Road 714 and State Road 710, which is

These termini were chosen because they mark the historical termini of the roadway known as
the Martin Grade which waa two-rut, cut-andgrub road through woods and swanfifpm the
1920066 h e ndaddalyided samdad from thenuntil the midl1 9 9 006 s .

When the road was finally paved over a period of years, it was not pavedan\gentional road
cross sectionbecause the residents of the County demanded that the County find a way to
improve the road without destroying itdree canopy. As a mult, the termini of the Scenic
Corridor have historical significance to the community in addition to marking the ends of a
road corridor that is physically and visually different from all of the other roads in the area.
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Figurel: Map of Martin Grade shown as dotted red line
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Martin Grade C orridor Width
Viewshed:

Vista depthon the Martin Gradevaries depending
on the density of the tree canopy which lines the
roadway, the density of the vegetation lining the
ditches, and the nature of the rural lands that are
visible through these visual obstacles. At an
estimated average depth of 1/4 mile aéwshed on
each side, the total Scenic Corridor area is
approximately 6 square miles.

Figure 2: Martin Grade's mystical twilight. Photo by Nancy Oliver.

Gaps:

Although there are gaps in the tree canopy, those gaps do not detract from the scenre rwt

the drive. To the contrary, thosegapsopen up scenic vistasr epitomize the changes in
ecosystems due to the changes in the topograpiny Corridor traverses. Thus, thewre
"natural" and "cultural” intrinsic resources, because they epitomize the rural landscape, lifestyle,
and history of the area.
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Corridor Character istics

Although the Martin Grade is designated an arter
roadway, it is a twdane road with narrow lanes ancis
narrow shoulders in keeping with the fact that it h 5 :
also been designated a Martin County Scenic Corrid@
Itds most di st i ne$thavgrowine
the rightof-way within 12 feet of the lanes of travel tq@e
form a canopy over much of the roadway.

Due to its narrow shoulders that are full of obstacl
and lack of sidewalks and bicycle lanes, artin
Grade is neither bicycle nor pedestrian friendly at t
time. Planning regarding pedestrian and bicycletfasili
is discussed in Section 2.12¢hich addresses safet
issues. Figure 5 Trees in the Righof-Way

The flora includes pine trees, cabbage and sabal palms, palmeths,shnd majestit00 yearold live

oaks that have sprung up alongside the roadway to spread their branches from opposite sides of
Corridor, joining in the middle to form a canopy described by a Palm Beach Post Newspaper writer as a
0green cathedral .o

At times, this formation puts parts @ahe Corridor
into an almost mystical twilight.

There are no bridges crossing the road or other
nortnatural vertical obstructions. As a result,
vertical clearance is determined for the most par
by the height of the tucks that travel the roadway
keeping the treesrimmed in a graceful arch.

—+

Drainage features include rustic, edtyle Florida
ditches on both sides that were dredged to creat
the original road bed.There are also culverts that
are almost invisible below the road bed, which
were installed to allow the water to follow its
natural path from northwest to southeast undel":igureG: The Martin Grade. Photo by Nancy Oliver.
the road.

@D

The only utilities located innthe Corridor right of way are on Florida Reer and Light poles
which provide electricity phone and some cable servicdhe Ine crossesthe road at one
location near Fox Brown RoadWith the exception of a two mile section ahe Corridor just

east of Fox Brown Road, the FPL utility poles areaked well off the roadway on therfaides
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